
 

STILLWATER TOWNSHIP 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

MINUTES 

June 19, 2012 

 A REGULAR MEETING of the Stillwater Township Board of Health was called to order by Mayor Scott at 

7:45 p.m. noting the meeting date, time and place were duly published in the New Jersey Herald and posted at the 

Town Hall and advised those present that this meeting was held in compliance with provisions of P.L. 1975, Chapter 

231, Sections 4 & 13. 

 Roll Call was taken and the flag was saluted. 

 PRESENT:  Mayor Scott, Deputy Mayor Fisher, Committeewoman Chammings, Committeeman Gross, 

Committeewoman Straway, Acting Municipal Clerk Lynda Knott and Attorney Larry Cohen 

 

Discussion:  Kraft, 1047 Owassa Road, Block 101, Lot 2.03 
A lengthy discussion was held on the Stillwater Sewage Disposal System ordinance. Township Engineer Vreeland is 

currently reviewing the following items:  New Jersey State link concerning Sewage Disposal Systems (174 pages); 

Hampton and Andover ordinances, and the Stillwater Township Sewage Disposal System ordinance.  The Board 

reviewed and compared the ordinances for Stillwater, Hampton and Andover. Attorney Cohen provided a summary of 

the homeowner issue due to the Stillwater ordinance which currently requires the entire system to be brought up to 

code when making repairs to components of the system; the State code allows for repairs to components without 

upgrading the system.  Attorney Cohen asked for the Township Engineer to review the ordinances and based on his 

recommendations Mr. Cohen will draft an amended ordinance. Ms. Chammings asked if the County responded to the 

letter sent regarding this issue.  Mrs. Straway indicated the County provided the State link with information on the 

regulations which are less stringent than Stillwater.  Attorney Cohen stated the current ordinance does not provide the 

authority for the Board to grant a waiver from the requirements and must be amended to do so.  Mr. Gross felt the 

current ordinance was unfair and costly to homeowners who are required to upgrade their systems and have lost the 

sale of their home due to the costs.  

Donald Kraft, 1047 Owassa Road was present and stated the County has indicated that a waiver granted by the 

Stillwater Board of Health from their requirements would be acceptable to the County and the repairs could be made.   

Following further discussion, Attorney Cohen stated a waiver could be granted by the Board for the septic field under 

the current ordinance but not for the septic tank requirement. Ms. Chammings asked for a letter to be forwarded to the 

County Board of Health requesting a written statement indicating a waiver would be acceptable.  Attorney Cohen felt 

that would not be necessary as the ordinance could be amended in the time it would take to draft a letter and wait for a 

response.  He reviewed the 1999 amendment to the ordinance requiring a 1,500 gallon tank with two compartments or 

two tanks providing the required capacity. Following the review, Attorney Cohen advised that a waiver could be 

granted acceptable to the County allowing the necessary permit to be issued. 

Mr. Gross made a motion to grant a waiver to Mr. Kraft to allow alterations/to the existing septic system located on 

Block 101, Lot 2.03, without the replacement of the septic tank, pursuant to the permit granted by the County Board of 

Health, seconded by Mr. Fisher. 

Roll Call Vote:  Ms. Chammings, yes, Deputy Mayor Fisher, yes, Mr. Gross, yes, Mrs. Straway, yes, Mayor Scott, yes 

 

At this point, this portion of the meeting was opened to the public. 

Donald Kraft, 1047 Owassa Road offered to provide further information to the Committee when they are drafting 

and considering the amended ordinance. Ms. Chammings thanked Mr. Kraft for his letter and hoped the Committee 

could help resolve the matter to enable the sale of his home. 

There being no further members of the public wishing to speak, this portion of the meeting was closed. 

 

There being no further business, Mr. Fisher made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms.                 

Chammings. In a voice vote, all were in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kathy Wunder 

 


